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Information for Contributors to Biochimica et Biophysica Acta

Biochimica et Biophysica Acta publishes papers re-
porting advances in our knowledge or understanding of
any field of biochemistry or biophysics. Descriptions of
new methods valuable for biochemists or biophysicists
are also acceptable if their application is made obvious
or a new principle is introduced. Negative results will
be accepted only when they can be considered to
advance our knowledge significantly. Papers providing
only confirmatory evidence or extending observations
firmly established in one species to another will not
normally be accepted.

Typescripts intended for publication in BBA should
be sent to one of the addresses given on the inside
cover of each issue of BBA, accompanied by a letter of
submission. In their letter, the authors may suggest
suitable reviewers. Submission of a manuscript implies
that the work described has not been published before
(except in the form of an abstract or as part of a
published lecture, review or academic thesis), that it is
not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that
its publication has been approved by all the authors
and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities in
the laboratories where the work was carried out and
that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in
the same form, in either the same or another language,
without the consent of the Editors and Publisher. Ref-
erence should be made to previously published ab-
stracts, etc., at the end of the Introduction.

Three types of paper are published: Regular Papers,
Rapid Reports and Reviews. A Regular Paper is the
usual medium for publication, Rapid Reports being
restricted to papers describing short, complete studies.
Rapid Reports should not exceed four printed pages,
including figures and tables, and should be written in a
continuous style. A Rapid Report, although brief,
should be a complete and final publication, and figures
and tables should not be included in a later paper.
Reviews may be published in all sections of the journal.
They are normally invited, but authors wishing to write
a Review may contact a Managing Editor: please see
the full version of BBA’s Information for Contributors.

The section Gene Structure and Expression includes
Short Sequence-Papers, i.e., short papers reporting nu-
cleotide sequences, in its Rapid Reports. Details for
submission of such Sequence-Papers are given sepa-
rately in each issue of that section.

Papers should be written in English (either British
or American spelling is accepted).

Respomnsibility for the accuracy of the material in the
manuscript lies entirely with the authors.

Preparation of papers

Authors and their typists should consult a recent
issue of the journal in order to make themselves famil-
iar with the conventions and layout of articles, espe-
cially title pages and reference lists. In particular,
typists should ensure that the beginning of each new
paragraph is clearly indicated, preferably by indenta-
tion.

Four copies are required of all material submitted
(including the submission letter, if it contains informa-
tion of relevance to the editors). Legible carbon copies
or photocopies are adequate for the second and subse-
quent copies, except for photographs of electrophoretic
patterns, electron micrographs, etc., where high-quality
prints must be provided in quadruplicate.

The entire text, including figure and table legends
and reference list, should be typed with double or
triple spacing on pages of uniform size, on one side of
the paper, with a 5-cm margin. All pages should be
numbered consecutively.

Electronic manuscript

Electronic manuscripts have the advantage that there
is no need for the rekeying of text, thereby avoiding the
possibility of introducing errors and resulting in reli-
able and fast delivery of proofs. The preferred storage
medium is a 5.25- or 3.5-inch double-density disk in
MS-DOS format, although other systems are welcome,
e.g., Macintosh (in this case, save your file in the usual
manner: do not use the option ‘save in MS-DOS for-
mat’). After final acceptance, your disk plus one final
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and exactly matching version (as a printout) should be
submitted together to the accepting editor. It is impor-
tant that the file on disk and the printout are identical.
Please specify the type of computer and word-
processing package used (do not convert your textfile
to plain ASCII). Ensure that the letter ‘I’ and digit ‘1’
(also letter ‘O’ and digit ‘0”) have been use properly,
and format your article (tabs, indents, etc.) consis-
tently. Characters not available on your word processor
(Greek letters, mathematical symbols, etc.) should not
be left open but indicated by a unique code (e.g.
gralpha, @, #, etc., for the Greek letter a). Such codes
should be used consistently throughout the entire text.
Please make a list of such codes and provide a key. Do
not allow your word processor to introduce word splits
and do not use a ‘justified’ layout. Please adhere
strictly to the general instructions on style/
arrangement and, in particular, the reference style of
the journal. Tables and figures are handled conven-
tionally. Further information concerning electronic
manuscripts may be obtained from the Publisher.

Title

A paper should be headed by a concise, informative
title. Authors are reminded that titles are widely used
in information-retrieval systems. The title should be
followed by the names of the authors (with first or
middle names in full) and by the name(s) and
address(es) of the laboratory(ies) where the work was
carried out. If the work has been done in more than
one laboratory, the one in which each author has
worked during the study should be indicated. The
name and full postal address of one ‘corresponding’
author is to be provided (for publication), and also
telephone, fax and telex numbers.

Summary

A paper should begin with a summary of 100-200
words for a Regular Paper and approx. 50 words for a
Rapid Report.

Presentation of data

Tables and their legends should be typed with dou-
ble or triple spacing.

Legends to figures should not be typed or written on
the illustrations but should be typewritten, with double
or triple spacing, on separate sheets of paper. The
legends should consist of a preliminary sentence consti-
tuting a title, followed by a brief description of the way
the particular experiment was carried out, and any
other necessary material describing the symbols or
lines on the figure.

In preparing figures, bear in mind the dimensions of
the page and column (typesetting areas 17.7 and 8.4 X
23.5 cm, respectively). Symbols and letters should be at
least 1.5 mm high after reduction. Avoid handwriting
and typing (except for camera-ready sequences). Elec-
tron micrographs must carry a bar denoting unit length.
Photographs should be unmounted and lettering on
them is best introduced on an overlay (strip /press-on
lettering, e.g., Letraset, may be used, but is prone to
damage). Colour figures should be discussed with a
Managing Editor and the Publisher.

References and citations

References are cited in the text by consecutive num-
ber, thus [1]. If authors’ names are mentioned, this
should be done sparingly; for more than two authors
‘et al.” or ‘and co-workers’ is used. Data unpublished or
in preparation are referred to in the text (‘unpublished
data’), not in the reference list. Articles accepted for
publication are cited in the reference list as ‘in press’.
In the reference list the names of all authors and, in
the case of a multiple-author book, editors are re-
quired. Journal titles are abbreviated according to the
‘List of Serial Title Word Abbreviations’ (International
Serials Data System, Paris). First and last page num-
bers are quoted.

Proofreading

Authors of Regular Papers and Reviews will receive
proofs. These should be checked for any errors intro-
duced in the editing of the article. A code letter - C. S
or T — at the top of the first page indicates whether the
article has been set from disk (C, “compuscript”), by
electronic scanning (S) or conventionally, with rekeying
(T, typeset), and thus the nature and the degree of
checking required. No addition or alteration to the
accepted manuscript may be made. Corrections should
be communicated as a matter of urgency. Proofs of
Rapid Reports (including Short Sequence-Papers) may
be faxed to authors where issue scheduling permits;
corrections must then be faxed or telephoned to the
Publisher within 48 hours of receipt. If no fax number
is provided for Rapid Reports, proofs will not be sent.

Reprints and copyright transfer

Fifty reprints of each article are provided free of
charge. An order form and price list are sent with the
proof so that extra reprints may be ordered. (In the
case of Rapid Reports and Short Sequence-Papers,
these are sent upon receipt of the manuscript at the
Publisher.) It is essential that copyright be transferred
at this stage.



